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In The Beginning……..There
were virgin forest and plenty of
timber to attract the lumber
trade.
By 1881, the Delta
Lumbing Company was operating a mill along the shores of
Lake Michigan and the village
was thriving. Owner and President of the mill was E.L.
Thompson.
The township was officially established March 6, 1882 and was
formed by the division of Hiawatha Township.
Several
changes were made in the years
that followed with parts of Inwood Township being attached
and detached. The last change
to the township boundaries
were made in 1919.
The village of Thompson was
platted shortly thereafter on
November 8th, 1888 and was
named in honor of E.L.

Thompson, President of the
Delta Lumber Company.
The first official census was
taken in 1884 and recorded in
the township books. The census enumerator was William T.
Kinner. The township at large
was recorded with 330 people
and the Village was 207, for a
total count of 537. Our first supervisor was Mr. Jospeh Walsh.
By the early 1900’s, the township had 8 schools, a general
store, township hall, 3 churches
(Catholic, Swedish Lutheran &
Methodist), a barber shop,
boarding house, livery stable, a
hotel, saloons and a hospital.
There were 3 doctors, and a
midwife. The Thompson Railroad was instrumental in hauling
the logs to and from the mill but
was also used for passenger
tours to the Big Springs.

Some of the village streets were lined
with boardwalks and lit with oil
torches for street lights. The first
phone was located in the lumber
company office. It wasn’t until the
1930’s that electricity was extended
into the village from the Cook’s station.
The early mail delivery was, of
course, by horseback and came from
Garden.
In later years, the mail
came from neighboring Manistique.
The first postmaster was Alvah
Mathews.
A daily stage was driven to Manistique, taking passengers for $0.50 by
Ed McRitchie.
Other settlements in the township,
outside of the village, were located at
Parent Bay, Barque Point, South
Town, Swede Town and Dog Town.
Below is a picture taken from a tree
platform of the village in the late
1890’s.

November 22, 1912—The Rouse Simmons , Captain Schuenemann & Crew
Leave Thompson Docks for the Last Time.
The Rouse Simmons was a
three masted wooden schooner that was better known as
The Christmas Tree Ship. Her
Captain, Herman Schuenemann, was looked upon very
fondly in Thompson and the
surrounding area. The schooner sailed the lake with loads
of lumber until the last few
trips of the season. Those
were special trips when “Cap”,
as he was known to many,
would load the ship with a
variety of trees that had been
harvested throughout the
county.
These trees were
taken to the docks of Chicago
and sold. The people of Chicago looked forward to this
annual tradition and those who
could not afford the price
were given one for free.
As the ship was being loaded
that last time, sailors were upset and superstitious when
they claimed to see rats leaving

the ship. However, nothing was going
to keep the Captain from returning to
Chicago. A snowstorm came up soon
after the ship set sail and still Cap refused to wait. The ship was last seen
in distress off the coast of Kewaunee,
Wisconsin on November 23rd. A lifesaving crew from Two Rivers U.S.
Life Savings Station tried to reach her
but were turned back by the violent
lake. All hands on deck were lost.

In 1971 the wreckage was found off
Two Rivers Point by Diver Kent Bellrichard. The schooner was nearly intact and there were still many trees
aboard.
A well documented and researched
book (The Historic Christmas Tree
Ship, a Story of Faith, Hope & Love)
has been written on the Rouse Simmons and the Schuenemann family by
author Rochelle Pennington.

Legendary Kitch-iti-kipi (Big Spring)
This spring is the largest in Michigan,
with over 16,000 gallons of water a
minute boiling from underneath. The
spring is two hundred feet across and
40 feet deep with a constant temperature of 45 degrees. The Indian called
the waters Kitch-iti-kipi, and it has
also been known as Mirror of
Heaven. It is a part of the 417 acre
Palms Book State Park and much of
the credit for developing the spring
into a tourist attraction goes to John
Bellaire, who directed early visitors to
the spring by painting white lines
around the utility poles. Early transportation across the raft was by a simple log raft which has long since been
replaced.

Thompson Gets A
Fish Hatchery
In 1919, Thompson saw the completion of the
Thompson State Fish Hatchery. In 1924, the
hatchery was provided with a truck capable of
hauling 40 milk cans for transporting fish. Under orders from Lansing, the hatchery would
produce one million fish annually for planting
in the local area as well as other locations
throughout the state. In 1929 the second unit
of the hatchery was built. It was located about
a mile north of the first unit. Here a crystal
clear spring produced 1,347 gallons per minute
for 45 degree water. This was considered one
of the best water supplies in the state for incubating trout eggs.

3

Mr. John Engle, Manager in front of
Unit #1 of Thompson Fish Hatchery.

Albert Smith Jr., Marine Guard Receives the Congressional Medal of Honor
While stationed at the Pensacola Air Station on Feb 11, 1921, a Navy seaplane, which was
being warmed up on the bay by mechanics suddenly took flight. The plane fluttered
briefly overhead and then plunged to the ground exploding 25 feet from his post. Even
though the gasoline covered wreckage was burning fiercely, Smith plunged into the
flames and pulled out one of the crewmen who later died and rescued the second who
was lying in the path of the flames. Smith was hospitalized for several weeks with severe
burns.
Although Smith felt that he did nothing more than what anyone else would do under the
circumstances, the Navy awarded Smith the highest award in the military.
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To read more about the history of Thompson, a book was written by former
Schoolcraft County Historian, Florence Meron. This book, “A History of
Thompson & The People Who Lived It” can be purchased by writing to
Florence Meron at 77 W. Braman Avenue, Milan, Michigan 48160-1015.
Also watch for future pictures to be posted in our photo gallery and additional historical articles.

