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MANISTIQUE, Mich. —
Capt. Herman Schitenemann
wag buying provisions at the
Joseph Van Dyke
store for his last trip with a
cargo of Christmas Lrees 1o
the Chicago market,

oroceiy

The three-masted schooner,
Rouse Simmons, heing
loaded that morning of Nov.

22, 1912, at tne dock in
Thompson, a few miles Lo the
west on the Lake Michigan
shiore.

“How's the Christmas (ree

business 7"  inquired Van
Dyke., who had niore than a
casual intevest in the sub-
ject.
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THY, MANISTIOUY procer
had for financesd
Lehtenemann's aneratinns, Hae

veara

IHI-fated Rouse Simmons,
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well cussing from the irate
captain.
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RETURNING to Thom p-
Capt. Schuenemann
watehed the unloading of
Christmas trees from the
flatcars of the “Haywire
the Manistique and
T.ake Superiov Railroad.

The
running

dock up

s0on,

Road”

had tracks
the Thompson
through the
country  as  far as
Shingleton.

After checking lo see
whaoether the Christmas
ecargo was well distribited on
the 125-fool schooner's deck,
he took anoiher giance at the

Haywire
from
novth

woodls

iree

threatening late ftornoon
skies and shouted the ardec
) v )

el ll,

loaded with Christmas trees, at

Mystery of Lakes
| - x %
Christmas Tree Ship Defied 1912 Storm and Lo

wast by  southwest, the
Christmas Tree ship traveled
100 miles of raging, storm-
tossed waters hefore dawn.
By morning the wind had
hacrked into the eastward
and the lake was hidden by
a raging blizzard.

On Nov. 23, the Rouse
Simmons, halfway home (o
her haven in Chicage harbor,
was sighted off Kewaunee,
Wis., flying distress signals.

The Kewaunee Coas'l
Crapd telephoned  the Two
Fivers Station, where a 54-
fool power Jaunch was

available. For five hours the
Coast Guardsmen searched
throngh the twilight wmists
and murky darvkness.
During a il in the storm,
they sighted the Rouse Sini-
mons. She presented a sorvy
sioht with her canvas slashed

which

*

connected with the crew.

However, Christmas treo
washed ashore and othel
fouling fishermen’s nets wer
cood evidence of the fate the
hefell  the Christmas _ tr
ship,
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ABOUT 12 YEARS late
on ,April 23, 1924, a wall

d‘\ had heein  Schuen
mann’s was tound washe
ashore at Two Rivers Poin
Three years iater, at abor
the same spol. another Ho
thed miessnge was washed u

It was a note sig i
“Nelson” which read:

“These lines are written
10:30  p.am. Schooner R
ready ta 2o down aboot
miles sontheast of Two i
ers Point, between 15 and
offshi Al han
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